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Humans have lived in close proximity to other animals for thousands of years. Recent scientific studies have
even shown that the presence of animals has a positive effect on our physical and mental health. People with
pets typically have lower blood pressure, show fewer symptoms of depression, and tend to get more exercise.

But there is a darker side to the relationship between animals and humans. Animals are carriers of harmful
infectious agents and the source of a myriad of human diseases. In recent years, the emergence of high-
profile illnesses such as AIDS, SARS, West Nile virus, and bird flu has drawn much public attention, but as
E. Fuller Torrey and Robert H. Yolken reveal, the transfer of deadly microbes from animals to humans is
neither a new nor an easily avoided problem.

Beginning with the domestication of farm animals nearly 10,000 years ago, Beasts of the Earth traces the
ways that human-animal contact has evolved over time. Today, shared living quarters, overlapping
ecosystems, and experimental surgical practices where organs or tissues are transplanted from non-humans
into humans continue to open new avenues for the transmission of infectious agents. Other changes in human
behavior like increased air travel, automated food processing, and threats of bioterrorism are increasing the
contagion factor by transporting microbes further distances and to larger populations in virtually no time at
all.

While the authors urge that a better understanding of past diseases may help us lessen the severity of some
illnesses, they also warn that, given our increasingly crowded planet, it is not a question of if but when and
how often animal-transmitted diseases will pose serious challenges to human health in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Turner:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Beasts of the Earth: Animals,
Humans, and Disease? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

David Carter:

This Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease are usually reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The reason of this Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease can be
one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease giving you an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Thomas Schwan:

The book Beasts of the Earth: Animals, Humans, and Disease has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Vickie Duke:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Beasts of the Earth:
Animals, Humans, and Disease which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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