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In this engaging examination of the media’s influence on US history and politics, Rodger Streitmatter visits
sixteen landmark episodes, from the American Revolution to the present-day fight for gay and lesbian
marriage equality. In each of these cases, Streitmatter succinctly illustrates the enormous role that journalism
has played in not merely recording this nation’s history but also in actively shaping it.

Mightier than the Sword offers students and professors a highly readable and accessible alternative to
journalism history textbooks. Instead of trying to document every detail in the development of US media
through dry, dull lists of names, dates, and headlines, this book focuses on sixteen discrete episodes that
illustrate a point that is much larger than the sum of their parts: media have played and continue to play an
enormous role in shaping this nation.

The fourth edition features an entirely new chapter on the way US media have championed various gay and
lesbian rights initiatives, from the 2003 Lawrence vs. Texas sodomy case through the June 2013 Supreme
Court decision striking down DOMA (the Defense of Marriage Act). Balancing criticism and celebration of
news media and exploring both print and electronic platforms, Mightier than the Sword provides students
with a sense of the power and responsibility inherent in the institution of journalism.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

The book Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have Shaped American History make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have Shaped American History being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Mightier than the Sword: How the
News Media Have Shaped American History. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Margaret Burman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Mightier than the Sword:
How the News Media Have Shaped American History can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Joan Toon:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have
Shaped American History, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Eun Christensen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have Shaped American History
can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.
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