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In 1833, Edward G. W. and Frances Parke Butler moved to their newly constructed plantation house,
Dunboyne, on the banks of the Mississippi River near the village of Bayou Goula. Their experiences at
Dunboyne over the next forty years demonstrated the transformations that many land-owning southerners
faced in the nineteenth century, from the evolution of agricultural practices and commerce, to the destruction
wrought by the Civil War and the transition from slave to free labor, and finally to the social, political, and
economic upheavals of Reconstruction. In this comprehensive biography of the Butlers, David D. Plater
explores the remarkable lives of a Louisiana family during one of the most tumultuous periods in American
history.

Born in Tennessee to a celebrated veteran of the American Revolution, Edward Butler pursued a military
career under the mentorship of his guardian, Andrew Jackson, and, during a posting in Washington, D.C.,
met and married a grand-niece of George Washington, Frances Parke Lewis. In 1831, he resigned his
commission and relocated Frances and their young son to Iberville Parish, where the couple began a sugar
cane plantation. As their land holdings grew, they amassed more enslaved laborers and improved their social
prominence in Louisiana’s antebellum society.

A staunch opponent of abolition, Butler voted in favor of Louisiana’s withdrawal from the Union at the
state’s Secession Convention. But his actions proved costly when the war cut off agricultural markets and all
but destroyed the state’s plantation economy, leaving the Butlers in financial ruin. In 1870, with their
plantation and finances in disarray, the Butlers sold Dunboyne and resettled in Pass Christian, Mississippi,
where they resided in a rental cottage with the financial support of Edward J. Gay, a wealthy Iberville planter
and their daughter-in-law’s father. After Frances died in 1875, Edward Butler moved in with his son’s family
in St. Louis, where he remained until his death in 1888. Based on voluminous primary source material, The
Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana offers an intimate picture of a wealthy nineteenth-century family and
the turmoil they faced as a system based on the enslavement of others unraveled.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana:
Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important some sort of book The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana:
Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gayle Skinner:

This The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne
Plantation in the 1800s without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the
1800s can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana:
Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Edward Lott:

The book untitled The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s is the e-book
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Butlers of Iberville Parish,
Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jocelyn Lee:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as



soon. The The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.
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