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As its title implies, this book has a deceptively simple mission: to prepare would-be school leaders to draw
upon a variety of theoretical perspectives when thinking about schools and schooling. It shows how theories
can function as cognitive tools to be mastered, carefully stored in one's intellectual toolbox and used to
interpret and resolve real world problems. Beneath this goal lies the belief that the most effective leaders are
those who are able to construct their own well-grounded interpretations of events and their own responses to
those events. Key features of this exciting new text include the following.
 
Focus on Alternative Theories - The functionalist theoretical views that have dominated administrator
preparation programs for the last half-century are reviewed early in the book and are shown to be inadequate
to the task of understanding and coping with the complex realities of modern day schooling. The remainder
of the book presents alternative views of schooling that, taken together, can be thought of as a theoretical
repertoire from which to construct interpretations and solutions to everyday, real-world problems.  
Focus on Diversity - Diversity is examined from a variety of viewpoints. Chapter 6 looks at the cultural
bases of leadership, Chapter 7 at comparative and international contexts, and Chapter 8 at gender and sexual
orientation.  
Illustrative Cases - Each chapter contains a case with an embedded dilemma similar to those that real-world
administrators confront. While illustrating the particular theoretical view presented in the chapter, these cases
are sufficiently complex that they lend themselves to interpretation by any of the other theories considered in
the book.
 
This book is appropriate for graduate-level courses with titles such as Organizational Theory, Theory of
School Leadership, or Introduction to Educational Administration. It might also be used as one of several
texts in advanced courses on leadership theory.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

This book untitled Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Nancy Martindale:

The actual book Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Thinking About Schools: New Theories
and Innovative Practice is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Cardona:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice this reserve consist
a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Richard Starkes:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Thinking About Schools: New
Theories and Innovative Practice or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Thinking About Schools: New Theories and Innovative Practice to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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