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The clergy today faces mounting challengesin an increasingly secular world, where declining prestige makes
it more difficult to attract the best and the brightest young Americans to the ministry. As Christian churches
dramatically adapt to modern changes, some are asking whether thereis a clergy crisis aswell. Whatever the
future of the clergy, the fate of millions of churchgoers also will be at stake.

In Who Shall Lead Them?, prizewinning journalist Larry Witham takes the pulse of both the Protestant and
Catholic ministry in Americaand provides a mixed diagnosis of the calling's health. Drawing on dozens of
interviews with clergy, seminarians and laity, and using newly available survey data including the 2000
Census, Witham reveals the trends in avariety of traditions. While evangelicals are finding innovative paths
to ministry, the Catholic priesthood faces a severe shortage. In mainline Protestantism, ministry as a second
career has become a prominent feature. Ordination agesin the Episcopal and United Methodist churches
average in the 40s today. The quest by female clergy to lead from the pulpit, meanwhile, has hit a"stained
glass ceiling" as churches still prefer aman as the principal minister. While deeply motivated by the mystery
of their "call" to ministry, America's priests, pastors, and ministers are reassessing their rolesin aworld of
new debates on leadership, morality, and the powers of the mass media.

Who Shall Lead Them? offers a valuable snapshot of this contemporary clergy drama. It will be required
reading for everyone concerned about the rapidly shifting ground of our churches and the health of religion
in America.
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From reader reviews:
Christina Roger s:

This Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in
America can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day pastime. S0, let's have it and revel in reading.

James Lindberg:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future
of Ministry in America book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Who
Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America as good book not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

GeneKirkland:

Beside thiskind of Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in Americain your phone, it can give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Who Shall Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America because this book offersto
you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well asread it
from currently!

Reginald Hunter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. Different



categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your abject. One of them are these claims Who Shall
Lead Them?: The Future of Ministry in America.
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