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There is a widespread belief, among both political scientists and government policymakers, that
"democracies don't fight each other." Here Joanne Gowa challenges that belief. In a thorough, systematic
critique, she shows that, while democracies were less likely than other states to engage each other in armed
conflicts between 1945 and 1980, they were just as likely to do so as were other states before 1914. Thus, no
reason exists to believe that a democratic peace will survive the end of the Cold War. Since U.S. foreign
policy is currently directed toward promoting democracy abroad, Gowa's findings are especially timely and
worrisome.

Those who assert that a democratic peace exists typically examine the 1815-1980 period as a whole. In doing
so, they conflate two very different historical periods: the pre-World War I and post-World War II years.
Examining these periods separately, Gowa shows that a democratic peace prevailed only during the later
period. Given the collapse of the Cold War world, her research calls into question both the conclusions of
previous researchers and the wisdom of present U.S. foreign policy initiatives.

By re-examining the arguments and data that have been used to support beliefs about a democratic peace,
Joanne Gowa has produced a thought-provoking book that is sure to be controversial.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Sharkey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace. Try to
stumble through book Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace as your close friend. It means that
it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Juan Crowe:

The book Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Michael Beebe:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ballots and Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Theodore Dubose:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Ballots and



Bullets: The Elusive Democratic Peace.
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