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This spellbinding centenary biography by Neil Powell looks at the music, the life, and the legacy of the
greatest British composer of the twentieth century

Benjamin Britten was born on November 22, 1913, in the East Suffolk town of Lowestoft. Displaying a
passion and proficiency for music at an early age, to the delight of his mother, Edith, a talented amateur
musician herself, he began composing music when he was only five years old. After studying at the Royal
College of Music, Britten went on to write documentary scores for the General Post Office Film Unit, where
he met and collaborated with the poet W. H. Auden.

Of more lasting importance was Britten's introduction in 1937 to the tenor Peter Pears, who was to become
the inspirational center of his emotional and musical life. Their partnership lasted nearly four decades, during
a dangerous time when homosexuality was illegal in England. Conscientious objectors, Britten and Pears
followed Auden to America before the war began in 1939. While there, they joined the extraordinary
Brooklyn ménage of George Davis, Louis MacNeice, and Paul Bowles.

Eventually intense homesickness, provoked in part by George Crabbe's poem "Peter Grimes," drove the pair
home to East Angliain 1942 and gave Britten the inspiration for his finest opera. Throughout his career,
Britten did not want modern music to be just for "the cultured few" and instead always composed his music
to be "listenable-to." The shared quotidian lives of Britten and Pears unfold in this intimate biography and
the story of two men who created a truly remarkable legacy.
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From reader reviews:
M elanie Ratcliff:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music asthe daily
resource information.

William Fuller:

The publication with title Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music includes alot of information that you can find
out it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Reva Morison:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Harry Ander son:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music was colourful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Benjamin Britten: A Life for Music has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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