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In his masterpiece, Jefferson Davis, American, William J. Cooper, Jr., crafted a sweeping, definitive
biography and established himself as the foremost scholar on the intriguing Confederate president. Cooper
narrows his focus considerably in Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era, training his expert eye specifically
on Davis's participation in and influence on events central to the American Civil War. Nine self-contained
essays address how Davis reacted to and dealt with a variety of issues that were key to the coming of the
war, the war itself, or in memorializing the war, sharply illuminating Davis's role during those turbul ent
years.

Cooper opens with an analysis of Davis as an antebellum politician, challenging the standard view of Davis
as either a dogmatic priest of principle or an inept bureaucrat. Next, he looks closely at Davis's complex
association with secession, which included, surprisingly, a profound devotion to the Union. Six studies
explore Davis and the Confederate experience, with topics including states rights, the politics of command
and strategic decisions, Davisin therole of war leader, the war in the West, and the meaning of the war. The
final essay compares and contrasts Davis's first inauguration in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1861 with alittle-
known dedication of a monument to Confederate soldiers in the same city twenty-five yearslater. In 1886,
Davis -- an old man of seventy-eight and in poor health -- had himself become a living monument, Cooper
explains, and was an essential element in the formation of the Lost Cause ideology.

Cooper's succinct interpretations provide straightforward, compact, and deceptively deep new approaches to
understanding Davis during the most critical timein hislife. Certain to stimulate further thought and spark
debate, Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era offers rare insight into one of American history's most
complicated and provocative figures.
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From reader reviews:
Vicky Moore:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individua feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era.

Mark Gibson:

This Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get datawhich is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. That Jefferson Davis and the
Civil War Erawithout we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era can bring when you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone.
This Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Jones:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Eraiskind
of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Kathy Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different habby.
And aso you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need
to understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually
Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era.
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