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"I was on my way to look for a life of my own."

A brilliant, brutally honest autobiographical novel, long out of print, from one of the great artistic
polymaths of the 20th century.

This is a Sebaldian account of the narrator's attempt to break free of a repressive upper-middle-class
upbringing and make his way as an artist and individual, written in a single incantatory paragraph.

Leavetaking is the story of an upper-middle-class childhood and adolescence in Berlin between the wars. In
the course of the book, Weiss plumbs the depths of family life: there is the early death of his beloved sister
Margit, the difficult relationship with his parents, the fantasies of adolescence and youth, all set in the midst
of an increasing anti-Semitism, which forces the Weiss family to move again and again, a peripatetic
existence that only intensifies the narrator's growing restlessness.

The young narrator is largely oblivious to world events and focused instead on becoming an artist, an
ambition frustrated generally by his milieu and specifically by his mother, who, herself a former actress,
destroys his paintings during one of the family's moves. In the end, he turns to an older mentor, Harry Haller,
a fictionalized portrait of Hermann Hesse, who encouraged and supported Weiss, and with Haller's example
before him, the narrator takes his first steps towards a truly independent life. Intensely lyrical, written with
great imaginative power, Leavetaking is a vivid evocation of a world that has disappeared and of the
narrator's developing consciousness.

THE NEVERSINK LIBRARY champions books from around the world that have been overlooked,
underappreciated, looked askance at, or foolishly ignored. They are issued in handsome, well-designed
editions at reasonable prices in hopes of their passing from one reader to another—and further enriching our
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Leavetaking (Neversink) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Florence Whitney:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Leavetaking (Neversink) book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Herman Pruitt:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Leavetaking (Neversink)
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick Leavetaking (Neversink) become your starter.

Robert Wolfe:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Leavetaking (Neversink) is simple
to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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