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The importance of Tawfiq al-Hakim (1898 to 1989) to the emergence of a modern Arabic literature is second
only to that of Naguib Mahfouz. If the latter put the novel among the genres of writing that are now an
accepted part of literary production in the Arab world today, Tawfiq al-Hakim is recognized as the
undisputed creator of a literature of the theater. In this volume, Tawfiq al-Hakim's fame as a playwright is
given prominence. Of the more than seventy plays he wrote, The Sultan's Dilemma, dealing with a historical
subject in an appealingly light-hearted manner, is perhaps the best known; it appears in the extended edition
of Norton's World Masterpieces and was broadcast on the old Home Service of the BBC. The other full-
length play included here, The Tree Climber, is one that reveals al-Hakim's openness to outside influences in
this case, the absurdist mode of writing. Of the two one-act plays in this collection, The Donkey Market
shows his deftness at turning a traditional folk tale into a hilarious stage comedy. Tawfiq al-Hakim produced
several of the earliest examples of the novel in Arabic; included in this volume is an extract from his best
known work in that genre, the delightful Diary of a Country Prosecutor, in which he draws on his own
experience as a public prosecutor in the Egyptian countryside. Three of the many short stories he published
are also included, as well as an extract from The Prison of Life, an autobiography in which Tawfiq al-Hakim
writes with commendable frankness about himself. Contents: Introduction by Denys Johnson-Davies, The
Sultan's Dilemma (full-length play), The Tree Climber (full-length play), The Donkey Market (one-act play),
The Song of Death (one-act play), Diary of a Country Prosecutor (extract from the novel), Miracles for Sale
(short story), The Prison of Life (extract from the autobiography), Azrael the Barber (short story), Satan
Triumphs (short story).
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Miller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Essential
Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)). All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Mary Blackwell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The
Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) book as starter and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jonathan Hickman:

The publication untitled The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) is the
reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to
a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic
Literature (Paperback)) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jeffrey Channell:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern
Arabic Literature (Paperback)) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of the time.
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