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The House of Lords, for over 300 years the UKs highest court, was transformed in 2009 into the UK
Supreme Court. This book provides a compelling and unrivalled view into the workings of the Court during
its final decade, and into the formative years of the Supreme Court. Drawing on over 100 interviews,
including more than 40 with Law Lords and Justices, and uniquely, some of their judicial notebooks, this is a
landmark study of appellate judging from the inside by an author whose earlier work on the House of Lords
has provided a scholarly benchmark for over 30 years.

The book demonstrates that appellate decision-making in the UKs final court remains a social and collective
process, primarily because of the dialogues which take place between the judges and the key groups with
which they interact when reaching their decisions. As the book shows, the forms of dialogue are now more
varied, yet the most significant dialogues continue to be with their fellow Law Lords and Justices, and with
counsel. To these, new dialogues have been added, namely those with foreign courts (especially Strasbourg)
and with judicial assistants, which have subtly altered the tenor and import of their other dialogues.

The research reveals that, unlike the English Court of Appeal, the House of Lords in its last decade was only
intermittently collegial since Lord Binghams philosophy of appellate judging left opinion writing,
concurrences and dissents largely to individual preference. In the Supreme Court, however, there has been a
marked shift to team working and collective decision-making bringing with it challenges and occasional
tensions not seen in the final years of the House of Lords. The work shows that effectiveness in group-
decision making in the final court turns in part on the stages when dialogues occur, in part on the geography
of the court and in part on the task leadership and social leadership skills of the judges involved in particular
cases.
The passing of the Human Rights Act and the expansion in judicial review over the last 30 years have
dramatically altered the two remaining dialogues - those with Parliament and with the Executive. With the
former, the dialogue has grown more distant, with the latter, more problematic, than was the case 40 years
ago. The last chapter rehearses where the changing dialogues have left the UKs final court. Ironically,
despite the oft applauded commitment of the new Court to public visibility, the book concludes that even
greater transparency in the dialogue with the public may be required.

The way appellate judges at the highest level behave to each other, to counsel, with other branches of
government and with other courts is brought under closer scrutiny in this book than ever before?The
remarkable width and depth of his examination?has resulted in a work of real scholarship, which all those
who are interested in how appellate courts work all over the common law world will find especially valuable.
From the foreword by Lord Hope of Craighead KT

Alan Patersons knowledge and interest in the Supreme Court, coupled with his expertise as a lawyer who
understands the legal system and the judicial process, make him a perfect chronicler and assessor of what the
Courts role is and what it should be, and how it functions and how it might improve.
Lord Neuberger, President of the Supreme Court
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

With other case, little persons like to read book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a
new book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Maria Gray:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study. Final
Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Antonio Ritchie:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court we can take more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Final Judgment: The
Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court. You can more pleasing than now.

Gerald McMullen:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the
Supreme Court to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the publication Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the
time.
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