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This volume presents elite conflicts and political controversiesin Chinafrom 1895 to 1978 as rooted in two
diametrically opposed visions of leadership and political authority: aradical, charismatic model that instills
absolute authority in the single leader whose "will" guides the polity and whose "word" is the basis of policy
formulation, versus an institutional model in which authority inheres in organization and where “ collective”
leadership and decision-making govern the political realm. The former model in modern Chinese history
entailed a"leader principle" and personality cult that began with Sun Y atsen and Chiang Kaishek in the
Nationalist Party (KMT) and reached its peak with the leadership cult of Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
Chairman Mao Zedong, especialy during the 1966-1976 Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. The latter
model with its emphasis on “ collective leadership” (jiti lingdao) and "administrative rationalism" began as a
reaction among early members of the CCP against the promotion of the Sun and Chiang leadership cults and
became a central governing principle in the Communist Party that served as official |eadership doctrine
beginning with the formation of the Party in 1921.

While tensions over leadership issues were relatively muted in the pre-1949 period and early 1950s of CCP
history as an apparent "compromise" was reached in which from 1943 onward a cult of the leader was
promoted for propaganda purposes but with collegial decision-making governing inner Party decision-
making, the mid-to-late 1950s saw this "compromise" among the top leadership come under increasing strain
and finally break down. Devoted to afundamentally different vision of a"socialist" Chinafrom other top
leaders on anumber of economic, social, and political fronts, Mao Zedong pushed his domination of the
policy process that ultimately provoked a wholesale assault on the CCP apparatus throughout the country
while the leader cult reached mythic proportions during the Cultural Revolution. Confronted by the
possibility of civil war and generally opposed to the takeover of the polity by the radical Gang of Four led by
his wife Jiang Qing, by the mid-1970s the aging great |eader acquiesced to the rebuilding of the CCP along
traditional, "institutional" lines.
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From reader reviews:
Diana Pear son:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Leadership and Authority
in China: 1895-1978 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but
for al of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you could pick Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 become your own personal starter.

Joseph Davis:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because al of thistime you only find e-book
that need more time to be read. Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Ann McLemore:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuabl e than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It isjust ssimple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of the booksin the top list
in your reading list is usually Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Marcella Baird:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 was filled about science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read ae-
book. In the modern eralike at this point, many waysto get book you wanted.
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