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Marilyn Booth's elegantly conceived study reveals the Arabic tradition of life-writing in an entirely new
light. Though biography had long been male-authored, in the late nineteenth century short sketches by and
about women began to appear in biographical dictionaries and women's journals. By 1940, hundreds of such
biographies had been published, featuring Arabs, Turks, Indians, Europeans, North Americans, and ancient
Greeks and Persians. Booth uses over five hundred "famous women" biographies—which include subjects as
diverse as Joan of Arc, Jane Austen, Aisha bt. Abi Bakr, Sarojini Naidu, and Lucy Stone—to demonstrate
how these narratives prescribed complex role models for middle-class girls, in a context where nationalist
programs and emerging feminisms made defining the ideal female citizen an urgent matter.

Booth begins by asking how cultural traditions shaped women's biography, and to whom the Egyptian
biographies were directed. The biographies were published at a time of great cultural awakening in Egypt,
when social and political institutions were in upheaval. The stories suggested that Islam could be flexible on
social practice and gender, holding out the possibility for women to make their own lives. Yet ultimately
they indicate that women would find it extremely difficult to escape the nationalist ideal: the nuclear family
with "woman" at its center. This conflict remains central to Egyptian politics today, and in her final chapter
Booth examines Islamic biographies of women's lives that have been published in more recent years.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of May Her Likes Be Multiplied:
Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt to read.

Richard Hennessy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and Gender Politics in
Egypt book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer of May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and
Gender Politics in Egypt is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mildred McConkey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book
May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt it is quite good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Merle Poteet:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking May Her Likes Be Multiplied:
Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as



your good habit, you may pick May Her Likes Be Multiplied: Biography and Gender Politics in Egypt
become your own starter.
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