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State parks across Texas offer a world of opportunities for recreation and education. Yet few park visitors or
park managers know the remarkable story of how this magnificent state park system came into being during
the depths of the Great Depression in the 1930s. Drawing on archival records and examining especially the
political context of the New Deal, James Wright Steely here provides the first comprehensive history of the
founding and building of the Texas state park system.

Steely's history begins in the 1880s with the movement to establish parks around historical sites from the
Texas Revolution. He follows the fits-and-starts progress of park development through the early 1920s, when
Governor Pat Neff envisioned the kind of park system that ultimately came into being between 1933 and
1942.

During the Depression an amazing cast of personalities from Franklin D. Roosevelt to Lyndon Johnson led,
followed, or obstructed the drive to create this state park system. The New Deal federal-state partnerships for
depression relief gave Texas the funding and personnel to build 52 recreational parks under the direction of
the National Park Service. Steely focuses in detail on the activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps,
whose members built parks from Caddo Lake in the east to the first park improvements in the Big Bend out
west. An appendix lists and describes all the state parks in Texas through 1945, while Steely's epilogue
brings the parks' story up to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

The book Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Clifton & Shirley Caldwell Texas
Heritage) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal
(Clifton & Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Clifton & Shirley Caldwell Texas
Heritage) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Roger Cooper:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Clifton & Shirley Caldwell
Texas Heritage).

Suzanne Brooke:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Clifton &
Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Joshua Castillo:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal
(Clifton & Shirley Caldwell Texas Heritage) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Clifton & Shirley Caldwell Texas
Heritage) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you



and try to like reading in which.
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