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From Left to Right, one man has influenced them all: Saul Alinsky. Radical is a personal portrait of this
controversial mastermind of popular movements, a man who is often called the American Machiavelli.

The tactics and strategy of Alinsky, who died in 1972, have been studied by people as diverse as Barack
Obama, Cesar Chavez, Hillary Clinton, Dick Armey, the Tea Partiers, and activists and organizers of every
persuasion. Thousands of organizations around the country owe their inspiration and origins to
Alinsky—who is to community organizing what Freud is to psychoanalysis.

As told by his friend and protégé Nicholas von Hoffman, whom Alinsky dubbed “in all the world my
favorite, drinking, talking, and thinking companion,” Radical is an intimate look at the man who made a
career of arming the powerless and enraging the powerful. From Alinsky’s smuggling guinea pigs into the
Joliet state penitentiary to the famous Buffalo fart-in. von Hoffman’s book reveals the humor as well as the
ideals and anger that drove Alinsky to become a major figure in a democratic tradition dating back to Tom
Paine.

Many of the stories about politicians, bishops, gangsters, millionaires, and labor leaders, which Alinsky did
not want made public in his lifetime, are told here for the first time in Radical. Von Hoffman captures
Alinsky’s brilliant critique of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s organizational tactics and where and why they
succeeded or failed. It was a career that began in the politics and violence of the Great Depression and
worked its way through the Communist threat, the racial struggles, and the Vietnam War protests of the
second half of the twentieth century.

The first book to explain why so many have co-opted Alinsky’s ideas, and the first to explain why so many
contemporary politicians misunderstand his message, Radical will become essential reading for anyone
interested in American politics, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Silvia McElroy:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Radical: A Portrait of Saul Alinsky.

Jon Estrada:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Radical: A Portrait of Saul Alinsky provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Melinda Brown:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Radical: A Portrait of Saul Alinsky can give you a lot
of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Radical: A Portrait of Saul Alinsky.

Ronald Cleary:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just in search of the Radical: A Portrait of Saul Alinsky when you necessary it?
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