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As the huge crowd seethed with pent-up excitement, the two deadly enemies studied each other intently, their
breath hot behind their visors. Each sought the other’ s death as fire and water seek each other’s
annihilation. The walled field, at first a prison, now became a crucible where one man would be destroyed
and the other purged in the name of justice. They would fight not only without quarter, but also without
rules. And a horrible fate awaited the lady if her husband should lose. . .

The gripping, atmospheric true story of the “duel to end all duels’ in medieval France: atrial by combat
pitting a knight against a squire accused of violating the knight’s beautiful young wife

In 1386, afew days after Christmas, a huge crowd gathers at a Paris monastery to watch the two men fight a
duel to the death meant to “prove” which man’s causeisright in God’ s sight. The dramatic true story of the
knight, the squire, and the lady unfolds during the devastating Hundred Y ears War between France and
England, as enemy troops pillage the land, madness haunts the French court, the Great Schism splits the
Church, Muslim armies threaten Christendom, and rebellion, treachery, and plague turn the lives of all into
toys of Fortune.

At the heart of the tale is Jean de Carrouges, a Norman knight who returns from combat in Scotland to find
his wife, Marguerite, accusing Jacques LeGris, her husband’ s old friend and fellow courtier, of brutally
raping her. The knight takes his cause before the teenage King Charles VI, the highest judge in France. Amid
LeGris s vociferous claims of innocence and doubts about the now pregnant Marguerite' s charges (and about
the paternity of her child), the deadlocked court decrees a“trial by combat” that leaves her fate, too, in the
balance. For if her husband and champion loses the duel, she will be put to death as afalse accuser.
Carrouges and LeGris, in full armor, eventually meet on awalled field in Paris before a massive crowd that
includes the king and many nobles of the realm. A fierce fight on horseback and then on foot ensues during
which both combatants suffer wounds—but only one fatal. The violent and tragic episode was notoriousin
its own time because of the nature of the alleged crime, the legal impasse it provoked, and the resulting trial
by combat, an ancient but increasingly suspect institution that was thereafter abolished.

Based on extensive research in Normandy and Paris, The Last Duel bringsto life a colorful, turbulent age
and three unforgettabl e characters caught in afatal triangle of crime, scandal, and revenge. It isat once a
moving human drama, a captivating detective story, and an engrossing work of historical intrigue.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Jones:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal, and Trial by
Combat in Medieval France.

Walter Jones:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn a book. When you go
through abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics,
and also soon. The The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal, and Trial by Combat in Medieval France
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Rhonda Hoffman:

On this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of
several booksin thetop list in your reading list is The Last Duel: A True Story of Crime, Scandal, and Trial
by Combat in Medieval France. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Barbara Morton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Last Duel: A True Story of
Crime, Scandal, and Trial by Combat in Medieval France.
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