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A 16th century Italian Jesuit, Matteo Ricci was the founder of the Catholic Mission in China and one of the
most famous missionaries of all time. A pioneer in bringing Christianity to China, Ricci spent twenty eight
yearsin the country, in which time he crossed the cultural divides between China and the West by immersing
himself in the language and culture of his hosts. Even 400 years later, heis still one of the best known
westerners in China, celebrated for

introducing western scientific and religious ideas to China and for explaining Chinese culture to Europe.

Thefirst critical biography of Ricci to use all relevant sources, both Chinese and Western, A Jesuit in the
Forbidden City tells the story of aremarkable life that bridged Counter-Reformation Catholic Europe and
China under the Ming dynasty. Hsiafollows the life of Ricci from his childhood in Macerata, through his
education in Rome, to his sojourn in Portuguese India, before the start of hislong journey of self-discovery
and cultural encounter in the Ming realm. Along the way, we

glimpse the workings of the Portuguese maritime empire in Asia, the mission of the Society of Jesus, and life
in the European enclave of Macau on the Chinese coast, as well as invaluable sketches of Ricci's fellow
Jesuits and portraits of the Chinese mandarins who formed networks indispensible for Ricci's

success.

Examining arange of new sources, Hsia offers important new insights into Ricci's long period of trial and
frustration in Guangdong province, where he first appeared in the persona of aforeign Buddhist monk,
before the crucial move to Nanchang in 1595 that led to his sustained intellectual conversation with aleading
Confucian scholar and subsequent synthesis of Christianity and Confucianism in propagating the Gospelsin
China. With his expertise in cartography, mathematics, and astronomy,

Ricci quickly won recognition, especialy after he had settled in Nanjing in 1598, the southern capital of the
Ming dynasty. As his reputation and friendships grew, Ricci launched into a sharp polemic against
Buddhism, while his career found its crowning achievement in the imperial capital of Beijing,

leaving behind alife, work, and legacy that is still very much alive today.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Fout:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-
1610 is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Benjamin Torres:

This A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci
1552-1610 can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. Thisbook is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed
types. Beside that this A Jesuit in the Forbidden City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day exercise. S0, let's have it and revel in reading.

Edward Suniga:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Jesuit in the Forbidden City:
Matteo Ricci 1552-1610 can be the response, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are therefore out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Carl Harber:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Every person has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is A Jesuit in the Forbidden
City: Matteo Ricci 1552-1610.
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