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In this fascinating history of alcohol in postwar American culture, Lori Rotskoff draws on short stories,
advertisements, medical writings, and Hollywood films to investigate how gender norms and ideologies of
marriage intersected with scientific and popular ideas about drinking and alcoholism.

After the repeal of Prohibition in 1933, recreational drinking became increasingly accepted among white,
suburban, middle-class men and women. But excessive or habitual drinking plagued many families. How did
people view the "problem drinkers" in their midst? How did husbands and wives learn to cope within an
"alcoholic marriage"? And how was drinking linked to broader social concerns during the Great Depression,
World War II, and the Cold War era?

By the 1950s, Rotskoff explains, mental health experts, movie producers, and members of self-help groups
like Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon helped bring about a shift in the public perception of alcoholism
from "sin" to "sickness." Yet alcoholism was also viewed as a family problem that expressed gender-role
failure for both women and men. On the silver screen (in movies such as The Lost Weekend and The Best
Years of Our Lives) and on the printed page (in stories by such writers as John Cheever), in hospitals and at
Twelve Step meetings, chronic drunkenness became one of the most pressing public health issues of the day.

Shedding new light on the history of gender, marriage, and family life from the 1920s through the 1960s, this
innovative book also opens new perspectives on the history of leisure and class affiliation, attitudes toward
consumerism and addiction, and the development of a therapeutic culture.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World
War II America (Gender and American Culture).

Tony Hill:

Often the book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (Gender and
American Culture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America (Gender and American
Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Josefina Roundtree:

The publication with title Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol in Post-World War II America
(Gender and American Culture) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read
the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Aaron Edgington:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Love on the Rocks: Men, Women, and Alcohol
in Post-World War II America (Gender and American Culture). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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