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Black and Hispanic students are not learning enough in our public schools. Their typically poor performance
is the most important source of ongoing racial inequality in America today. Thus, say Abigail and Stephan
Thernstrom, the racial gap in school achievement is the nation's most critical civil rights issue and an
educational crisis. It's no wonder that "No Child Left Behind," the 2001 revision of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, made closing the racial gap in education its central goal.

An employer hiring the typical black high school graduate or the college that admits the average black
student is choosing a youngster who has only an eighth-grade education. In most subjects, the majority of
twelfth-grade black students do not have even a "partial mastery" of the skills and knowledge that the
authoritative National Assessment of Educational Progress calls "fundamental for proficient work" at their
grade.

No Excuses marshals facts to examine the depth of the problem, the inadequacy of conventional
explanations, and the limited impact of Title I, Head Start, and other familiar reforms. Its message, however,
is one of hope: Scattered across the country are excellent schools getting terrific results with high-needs kids.
These rare schools share a distinctive vision of what great schooling looks like and are free of many of the
constraints that compromise education in traditional public schools.

In a society that espouses equal opportunity we still have a racially identifiable group of educational have-
nots -- young African Americans and Latinos whose opportunities in life will almost inevitably be limited by
their inadequate education. When students leave high school without high school skills, their futures -- and
that of the nation -- are in jeopardy. With successful schools already showing the way, no decent society can
continue to turn a blind eye to such racial and ethnic inequality.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Whitley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular No
Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap in Learning book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Paula Royce:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving No Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap
in Learning that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick No Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap in Learning become
your own starter.

Scott Duran:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This No Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap in Learning
can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ronald Griffin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the No Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap in Learning when you required it?
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