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Honest, engaging, and inspiring, Our School tells the story of Downtown College Prep, a public charter high
school in San Jose that recruits underachieving students and promises to prepare them for four-year colleges
and universities. The average student enters ninth grade with fifth-grade reading and math skills. Many have
slid through school without doing homework. Some barely speak English.
Tracking the innovative and pioneering program, award-winning journalist Joanne Jacobs follows the young
principal who tries to shake the hand of every student each day, the dedicated teachers who inspire teens to
break free from their histories of failure, and the immigrant parents who fight to protect their children from
gangs. Capturing our hearts are the students who overcome tremendous odds: Roberto, who struggles to
learn English; Larissa, a young mother; Pedro, who signals every mood change with a different hair cut;
Selena, who's determined to use college as her escape from drudgery; the girls of the very short, never-say-
die basketball team; and the Tech Challenge competitors. Some will give up on their dreams. Those who
stick with the school will go on to college.
This gritty yet hopeful book provides a new understanding of what makes a school work and how desire,
pride, and community--ganas, orgullo, and communidad--can put students on track for success in life.
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From reader reviews:

William Nelson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers,
One Big Idea, and the School That Beat the Odds. Try to face the book Our School: The Inspiring Story of
Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School That Beat the Odds as your friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Theresa Villarreal:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Our School: The Inspiring Story of
Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School That Beat the Odds will make you to be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Darlene Kidd:

The book Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School That Beat the
Odds can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the great thing like a book Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers, One Big
Idea, and the School That Beat the Odds? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School
That Beat the Odds has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Douglas Brim:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School That Beat
the Odds can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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