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The history of women and art in Canada has often been celebrated as a story of progress from amateur to
professional practice. Rethinking Professionalism challenges this narrative by questioning the assumptions
that underlie the category of artistic professionalism, a construct as influential for artistic practice asit has
been for art historical understanding. Through a series of in-depth studies, contributors examine changes to
the infrastructure of the art world that resulted from a powerful discourse of professionalization that emerged
in the late- nineteenth century. While many women embraced this new model, othersfell by the wayside,
barred from professional status by virtue of their class, their ethnicity, or the very nature of the artworks they
produced. Therichly illustrated essays in this collection depict the changing nature of the professional
paradigm as it was experienced by women painters, photographers, craftspeople, architects, curators, gallery
directors, and art teachers. In so doing, they demonstrate the ongoing power of feminist art history to disrupt
patterns of thought that have become naturalized and, accordingly, invisible. Going beyond the narratives of
recovery or exclusion that the category of professionalism has traditionally encouraged, Rethinking
Professionalism explores the very consequences of telling the history of women's art in Canada through that
lens. Contributors include Annmarie Adams (McGill University), Alena Buis (Queen's University), Sherry
Farrell Racette (University of Manitoba), Cynthia Hammond (Concordia University), Kristina Huneault
(Concordia University), Loren Lerner (Concordia University), Lianne McTavish (University of Alberta),
Kirk Niergarth (Mount Royal University), Mary O'Connor (McMaster University), Sandra Paikowsky
(Concordia University), Ruth B. Phillips (Carleton University), Jennifer Salahub (Alberta College of Art &
Design), and Anne Whitelaw (Concordia University).
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From reader reviews:
Robert Hyde:

The actual book Rethinking Professionalism: Women and Art in Canada, 1850-1970 (McGill-
Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studies in Art History) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author styleto explain the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rethinking Professionalism: Women and Art in Canada,
1850-1970 (McGill-Queen’'s/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studiesin Art History) is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Helen Green:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Rethinking
Professionalism: Women and Art in Canada, 1850-1970 (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation
Studiesin Art History).

Juanita Cooke:

Typically the book Rethinking Professionalism: Women and Art in Canada, 1850-1970 (McGill-
Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studiesin Art History) hasalot info on it. So when you check
out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.

Marilyn Oxford:

Y ou can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Rethinking Professionalism: Women and
Art in Canada, 1850-1970 (McGill-Queen's/Beaverbrook Canadian Foundation Studiesin Art History) is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save
the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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