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In The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence,
renowned anthropologist Douglas P. Fry shows how anthropology--with its expansive time frame and
comparative orientation--can provide unique insights into the nature of war and the potential for peace.
Challenging the traditional view that humans are by nature primarily violent and warlike, Professor Fry
argues that along with the capacity for aggression humans also possess a strong ability to prevent, limit, and
resolve conflicts without violence. Raising philosophy of science issues, the author shows that cultural
beliefs asserting the inevitability of violence and war can bias our interpretations, affect our views of
ourselves, and may even blind us to the possibility of achieving security without war. Fry draws on data from
cultural anthropology, archaeology, and sociology as well as from behavioral ecology and evolutionary
biology to construct a biosocial argument that challenges a host of commonly held assumptions.
The Human Potential for Peace includes ethnographic examples from around the globe, findings from Fry's
research among the Zapotec of Mexico, and results of cross-cultural studies on warfare. In showing that
conflict resolution exists across cultures and by documenting the existence of numerous peaceful societies, it
demonstrates that dealing with conflict without violence is not merely a utopian dream. The book also
explores several highly publicized and interesting controversies, including Freeman's critique of Margaret
Mead's writings on Samoan warfare; Napoleon Chagnon's claims about the Yanomamö; and ongoing
evolutionary debates about whether "hunter-gatherers" are peaceful or warlike. The Human Potential for
Peace is ideal for undergraduate courses in political and legal anthropology, the anthropology of peace and
conflict, peace studies, political sociology, and the sociology of war and violence. Written in an informal
style with numerous entertaining examples, the book is also readily accessible to general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

The publication with title The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions
about War and Violence has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Patrick Perkins:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to
Assumptions about War and Violence this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Mark Shanks:

You can find this The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War
and Violence by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Robert Banks:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Human Potential for Peace: An Anthropological
Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Human Potential for Peace: An
Anthropological Challenge to Assumptions about War and Violence can to be your friend when you're sense



alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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