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The shadow of Bram Stoker’s Dracula looms large over the darkest mystery yet faced by Victorian
detective Charles Maddox—as the acclaimed author of The Solitary House and A Fatal Likeness once
again pays homage to a literary classic, in a chilling tale of superstition, dangerous science, and
shocking secrets.
 
When an Austrian nobleman offers a substantial donation to the University of Oxford, Charles Maddox is
called on to investigate the generous benefactor. It is a decidedly mundane task for the increasingly
renowned criminal investigator, but Maddox welcomes the chance to trade London’s teeming streets for the
comforts of a castle in the Viennese countryside. Comfort, however, is in short supply once Maddox steps
onto foreign soil—and into the company of the mysterious Baron Von Reisenberg.
 
A man of impeccable breeding, the Baron is nonetheless the subject of frightened whispers and macabre
legends. Though Maddox isn’t one to entertain supernatural beliefs, the dank halls and foreboding shadows
of the castle begin to haunt his sleep with nightmares. But in the light of day the veteran detective can find
no evidence of the sinister—until a series of disturbing incidents prove him gravely mistaken and thrust him
into a harrowing quest to expose whatever evil lurks behind the locked doors of the Baron’s secretive
domain. After a terrifying encounter nearly costs him his sanity, Maddox is forced to return home
defeated—and still pursued by the horror he’s unearthed.
 
Owing to a string of gruesome murders committed by an elusive predator branded the Vampire, London is
on the verge of widespread panic. But there’s little doubt in Maddox’s mind who is responsible. And whether
his enemy proves merely mortal—or something more—Maddox must finally end the monstrous affair . . .
before more innocent blood is spilled.
  
Praise for The Pierced Heart
 
“Another tour de force with a striking finale from [Lynn] Shepherd, who specializes in turning iconic novels
into clever, complicated mysteries for her tormented hero to solve.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
 
“Shepherd’s [plots] are darkly serious and feel very real. . . . The idea that Stoker’s novel was somehow
inspired by events surrounding the subject of Maddox’s investigation seems tantalizing plausible. Another
sterling entry in this imaginative series.”—Booklist
 
“A heart-thumping climax . . . The Pierced Heart is a clever and seductive pastiche of genres [that] builds to
an electrifying and stunning dénouement. A stylish and gripping Gothic revival.”—Lancashire Evening
Post
 
“Compulsively readable, suspenseful, and dark . . . The book is unsettling in the best way. . . . This is a new
tale, with a similar creepy flavor that Dracula lovers will enjoy.”—Historical Novels Review
 
“With wonderfully descriptive passages and stunningly atmospheric prose, Shepherd spins a compelling,
intricately plotted story which quite capably stands apart from the novel that inspires it.”—Book Batter (five
stars)



“Captures some of the best elements of Dracula, while at the same time creating a thrilling and absorbing
crime novel.”—The Dracula Society

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Counts:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Pierced Heart: A Novel (Charles Maddox
Book 4) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Pierced Heart: A
Novel (Charles Maddox Book 4).

Aurelio Ashley:

You can obtain this The Pierced Heart: A Novel (Charles Maddox Book 4) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Shannon Thompson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The
Pierced Heart: A Novel (Charles Maddox Book 4). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Edward Orr:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Pierced Heart: A Novel (Charles Maddox Book 4) we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book
The Pierced Heart: A Novel (Charles Maddox Book 4). You can more desirable than now.
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