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In the years before the civil rights era, American broadcasting reflected the interests of the white mainstream,
especialy in the South. Today, the face of local television throughout the nation mirrors the diversity of the
local populations.

The impetus for change began in 1964, when the Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ
and two black Mississippians, Aaron Henry and Reverend R. L. T. Smith, challenged the broadcasting
license of WLBT, an NBC affiliate in Jackson, Mississippi. The lawsuit was the catalyst that would bring
social reform to American broadcasting.

This station in a city whose population was 40 percent black was charged with failure to give fair coverage to
civil rights and to integration issues that were dominating the news. Among offenses cited by the black

popul ation were the cancellation of a network interview with the civil rights attorney Thurgood Marshall and
editorializing against the integration of the University of Mississippi.

However, muscle, money, and a powerhouse Washington, D.C., law firm were on the side of the station.
Despite the charges, the Federal Communications Commission twice renewed the station's license. Twice the
challengers won appeals to the federal courts. Warren Burger, then a federal appeals court judge, wrote
decisions on both challenges. The first ordered the FCC to allow public participation in its proceedings. The
second, an unprecedented move, took the license from WLBT.

Thiswell-told, deeply researched history of the case covers the legal battles over their more than fifteen
years and reports the ultimate victory for civil rights. Aaron Henry, ablack civil rights leader and one of the
plaintiffs, became the station's chairman of the board. WLBT's new manager, William Dilday, was the first
black person in the South to hold such a position.

Burger's decision on this Mississippi case had widescale repercussions, for it allowed community groupsin
other regionsto challenge their stations and to negotiate for improved services and for the employment of
minorities.
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From reader reviews:
Elaine Jenkins;

The book Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Changing
Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share
al of these. Book Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open
and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Clarence Jenkins:

This Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television book isjust not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of Changing Channels. The Civil Rights Case that Transformed
Television without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't become worry Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that
Transformed Television having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Yolanda Nitta;

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
while those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which oneis appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstabl e resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that
Transformed Television as your daily resource information.

Jennifer David:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just looking for the Changing Channels: The Civil Rights Case that Transformed Television when you
needed it?
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