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For decades after 1945, it was generally believed that the German army, professional and morally decent,
had largely stood apart from the SS, Gestapo, and other corps of the Nazi machine. Ben Shepherd draws on a
wealth of primary sources and recent scholarship to convey a much darker, more complex picture. For the
first time, the German army is examined throughout the Second World War, across all combat theaters and
occupied regions, and from multiple perspectives: its battle performance, social composition, relationship
with the Nazi state, and involvement in war crimes and military occupation.
 
This was a true people’s army, drawn from across German society and reflecting that society as it existed
under the Nazis. Without the army and its conquests abroad, Shepherd explains, the Nazi regime could not
have perpetrated its crimes against Jews, prisoners of war, and civilians in occupied countries. The author
examines how the army was complicit in these crimes and why some soldiers, units, and higher commands
were more complicit than others. Shepherd also reveals the reasons for the army’s early battlefield successes
and its mounting defeats up to 1945, the latter due not only to Allied superiority and Hitler’s mismanagement
as commander-in-chief, but also to the failings—moral, political, economic, strategic, and operational—of
the army’s own leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Hitler's
Soldiers: The German Army in the Third Reich. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dale Fain:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The Hitler's Soldiers: The German Army in the Third Reich provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.

Michele Williams:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Hitler's Soldiers: The German Army in the Third Reich can
make you experience more interested to read.

Sandra Bland:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the
book Hitler's Soldiers: The German Army in the Third Reich we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Hitler's Soldiers: The
German Army in the Third Reich. You can more attractive than now.
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