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What can elephant seals tell us about Homer’s Iliad?
How do gorillas illuminate the works of Shakespeare?
What do bloodsucking bats have to do with John Steinbeck?
MADAME BOVARY’S OVARIES
A Darwinian Look at Literature
According to evolutionary psychologist David Barash and his daughter Nanelle, the answers lie in the most
important word in biology: evolution. Just like every animal from mites to monkeys, our day-to-day behavior
has been shaped by millions of years of natural selection. So it should be no surprise to learn that the natural
forces that drive animals in general and Homo sapiens in particular are clearly visible in the creatures of
literature, from Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones all the way to Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones. Seen through the
lens of evolutionary biology, the witty repartee of Jane Austen’s courting couples, Othello’s tragic rage, the
griping of Holden Caulfield, and the scandalous indiscretions of Madame Bovary herself all make a fresh
and exciting kind of sense.
The ways we fall in—and out—of love, stand by our friends, compete against our enemies, and squabble
with our families have their roots in biological imperatives we share not only with other primates but with an
amazing array of other creatures. The result is a new way to read, a novel approach to novels (and plays) that
reveals how human nature underlies literature, from the great to the not-so-great.
Using the cutting-edge ideas of contemporary Darwinism, the authors show how the heroes and heroines of
our favorite stories have been molded as much by evolution as by the genius of their creators, revealing a
gallery of characters from Agamemnon to Alexander Portnoy, who have more in common with birds, fish,
and other mammals than we could ever have imagined.
As engaging and informative as a good story, Madame Bovary’s Ovaries is both an accessible introduction to
a fascinating area of science and a provocatively sideways look at our cherished literary heritage. Most of all,
it shows in a delightfully enteraining way how science and literature shed light on each other.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Alexander:

This Madame Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This Madame Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature without we comprehend teach the
one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Madame
Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Madame
Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Elizabeth Murphy:

The reserve untitled Madame Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Madame Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Maria Kraus:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Madame Bovary's Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Cheryl Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
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