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The greatest obstacle to sound economic policy is not entrenched special interests or rampant lobbying, but
the popular misconceptions, irrational beliefs, and personal biases held by ordinary voters. This is economist
Bryan Caplan's sobering assessment in this provocative and eye-opening book. Caplan argues that voters
continually elect politicians who either share their biases or €lse pretend to, resulting in bad policies winning
again and again by popular demand.

Boldly calling into question our most basic assumptions about American politics, Caplan contends that
democracy fails precisely because it does what voters want. Through an analysis of Americans voting
behavior and opinions on arange of economic issues, he makes the convincing case that noneconomists
suffer from four prevailing biases: they underestimate the wisdom of the market mechanism, distrust
foreigners, undervalue the benefits of conserving labor, and pessimistically believe the economy is going
from bad to worse. Caplan lays out several bold ways to make democratic government work better--for
example, urging economic educators to focus on correcting popular misconceptions and recommending that
democracies do less and let markets take up the slack.

The Myth of the Rational Voter takes an unflinching look at how people who vote under the influence of
false beliefs ultimately end up with government that delivers lousy results. With the upcoming presidential
€election season drawing nearer, this thought-provoking book is sure to spark along-overdue reappraisal of
our elective system.
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From reader reviews:
Jerry Raminez:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Demaocracies Choose
Bad Policies. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Palicies. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Daniel Rhoads:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Myth of the
Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

IrisWright:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Bruce Jackson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on
this era, many waysto get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
S0, this The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies can make you experience
more interested to read.
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