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From the host of the Travel Channel’s “The Wild Within.”

A hunt for the American buffalo—an adventurous, fascinating examination of an animal that has haunted the
American imagination.
 
In 2005, Steven Rinella won a lottery permit to hunt for a wild buffalo, or American bison, in the Alaskan
wilderness. Despite the odds—there’s only a 2 percent chance of drawing the permit, and fewer than 20
percent of those hunters are successful—Rinella managed to kill a buffalo on a snow-covered mountainside
and then raft the meat back to civilization while being trailed by grizzly bears and suffering from
hypothermia. Throughout these adventures, Rinella found himself contemplating his own place among the
14,000 years’ worth of buffalo hunters in North America, as well as the buffalo’s place in the American
experience. At the time of the Revolutionary War, North America was home to approximately 40 million
buffalo, the largest herd of big mammals on the planet, but by the mid-1890s only a few hundred remained.
Now that the buffalo is on the verge of a dramatic ecological recovery across the West, Americans are faced
with the challenge of how, and if, we can dare to share our land with a beast that is the embodiment of the
American wilderness.

American Buffalo is a narrative tale of Rinella’s hunt. But beyond that, it is the story of the many ways in
which the buffalo has shaped our national identity. Rinella takes us across the continent in search of the
buffalo’s past, present, and future: to the Bering Land Bridge, where scientists search for buffalo bones amid
artifacts of the New World’s earliest human inhabitants; to buffalo jumps where Native Americans once ran
buffalo over cliffs by the thousands; to the Detroit Carbon works, a “bone charcoal” plant that made fortunes
in the late 1800s by turning millions of tons of buffalo bones into bone meal, black dye, and fine china; and
even to an abattoir turned fashion mecca in Manhattan’s Meatpacking District, where a depressed buffalo
named Black Diamond met his fate after serving as the model for the American nickel.

 Rinella’s erudition and exuberance, combined with his gift for storytelling, make him the perfect guide for a
book that combines outdoor adventure with a quirky blend of facts and observations about history, biology,
and the natural world. Both a captivating narrative and a book of environmental and historical significance,
American Buffalo tells us as much about ourselves as Americans as it does about the creature who perhaps
best of all embodies the American ethos.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon.

Forest Nelson:

With other case, little folks like to read book American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book American
Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

David Bostick:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book
American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Harry Thomas:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book possesses high quality.
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