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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS REVIEWS

The New York Times bestselling author of the acclaimed Italian Renaissance novels—The Birth of Venus, In
the Company of the Courtesan, and Sacred Hearts—has an exceptional talent for breathing life into history.
Now Sarah Dunant turns her discerning eye to one of the world’s most intriguing and infamous
families—the Borgias—in an engrossing work of literary fiction.
 
By the end of the fifteenth century, the beauty and creativity of Italy is matched by its brutality and
corruption, nowhere more than in Rome and inside the Church. When Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia buys his way
into the papacy as Alexander VI, he is defined not just by his wealth or his passionate love for his
illegitimate children, but by his blood: He is a Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If the Borgias are to
triumph, this charismatic, consummate politician with a huge appetite for life, women, and power must use
papacy and family—in particular, his eldest son, Cesare, and his daughter Lucrezia—in order to succeed.
 
Cesare, with a dazzlingly cold intelligence and an even colder soul, is his greatest—though increasingly
unstable—weapon. Later immortalized in Machiavelli’s The Prince, he provides the energy and the muscle.
Lucrezia, beloved by both men, is the prime dynastic tool. Twelve years old when the novel opens, hers is a
journey through three marriages, and from childish innocence to painful experience, from pawn to political
player.
 
Stripping away the myths around the Borgias, Blood & Beauty is a majestic novel that breathes life into this
astonishing family and celebrates the raw power of history itself: compelling, complex and relentless.

Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.
  
“Dunant transforms the blackhearted Borgias and the conniving courtiers and cardinals of Renaissance
Europe into fully rounded characters, brimming with life and lust.”
—The New York Times Book Review
 
“Like Hilary Mantel with her Cromwell trilogy, [Sarah] Dunant has scaled new heights by refashioning
mythic figures according to contemporary literary taste. This intellectually satisfying historical saga, which
offers blood and beauty certainly, but brains too, is surely the best thing she has done to date.”
—The Miami Herald
 
“Compelling female players have been a characteristic of Dunant’s earlier novels, and this new offering is no
exception. . . . The members of this close-knit family emerge as dynamic characters, flawed but sympathetic,
filled with fear and longing.”
—The Seattle Times
 
“Dazzling . . . a triumph on an epic scale . . . filled with rich detail and page-turning drama.”
—BookPage
 
“The Machiavellian atmosphere—hedonism, lust, political intrigue—is magnetic. . . . Readers won’t want



the era of Borgia rule to end.”
—People (four stars)
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From reader reviews:

Leon Moses:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Blood and Beauty: The Borgias; A Novel.

Amanda Furr:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Blood and
Beauty: The Borgias; A Novel book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Blood and Beauty: The Borgias; A Novel provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Alisa Gordon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Blood and Beauty:
The Borgias; A Novel.
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