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Thomas de Lisle, Bishop of Ely from 1345 to 1361, was not a typical English churchman. As John Aberth
shows, de Lisle was leader of a local gang of thugs and bullies who terrorized both the poor and the rich of
East Anglia and assisted the bishop in his extensive, unholy activities, including arson, kidnapping, extortion,
theft, and murder. His criminal career culminated in a final, disastrous assault on Edward III's cousin, Lady
de Wake, in 1356, which resulted in his banishment by the king.

Aberth looks at the social and economic side of De Lisle's term as bishop, an aspect of Episcopal history
mostly ignored by historians. An unusually rich body of primary sources, including plea rolls, gaol delivery
rolls, and ancient correspondence written in medieval Latin and Anglo-Norman French found at the Public
Record Office in London, enables Aberth to create a comprehensive picture of de Lisle's activities. Aberth
explores the motives for de Lisle's involvement in crime, the makeup of his criminal band, and the paradox
of a bishop as criminal. By placing de Lisle's career within the context of bastard feudalism and magnate
crime in fourteenth-century England, Aberth explains why de Lisle's criminal behavior was not typical of his
fellow magnates: his inexperience and naïveté in manorial administration and court politics resulted in his
mismanagement of funds and isolation from his colleagues in the Episcopal hierarchy. Bishop de Lisle's
strange clashes with the law, which led to his eventual demise, provide an able means by which to analyze
crime and justice during the reign of Edward III.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Vaughan:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Criminal Churchmen in the Age of
Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas De Lisle will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suitable book with you?

Vicki Shah:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book Criminal Churchmen in the Age of Edward III: The Case
of Bishop Thomas De Lisle had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Criminal Churchmen in the Age of Edward III:
The Case of Bishop Thomas De Lisle is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship while using book Criminal Churchmen in the Age of Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas
De Lisle. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Peggy Nunes:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Criminal Churchmen in the Age of Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas De
Lisle book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer associated with Criminal Churchmen in the Age of Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas
De Lisle content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Criminal
Churchmen in the Age of Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas De Lisle is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Richard Lawrence:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Criminal Churchmen in the Age of
Edward III: The Case of Bishop Thomas De Lisle which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?



Let's see.
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