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Storytelling is an essential aspect of any legal case. But what kinds of stories win cases, and why? Criminal
Conversations explores sentimentality as both a literary genre and a rhetorical strategy in the novels and
courtrooms of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century America. By focusing on "criminal conversation"-
-the civil tort whereby a cuckold sues his wife's lover to for damages to his property rights from the adultery-
-Korobkin argues that literary discourse, used in the courtroom, affects the outcomes of legal cases. She
shows how lawyers used sentimentality strategically to guide juries in reaching verdicts, and how appellate
courts appropriated the rhetoric, plots, and characters of sentimental fiction to redefine husbands' and wives'
marital obligations.Criminal Conversations begins by tracking the legal fictions that were part of the civil
tort of adultery from its origins in the English Renaissance. Korobkin then examines in detail the final
arguments at Henry Ward Beecher's sensational criminal conversation trial of 1874-1875. The final part of
the book takes up a series of appellate decisions that decided whether women could bring criminal
conversation cases against their husbands' female lovers. Drawing on court documents, as well as literary
examples from E.D.E.N. Southworth, Mark Twain, T. S. Arthur, and others, Korobkin explores the
intersections of gender, genre, law, and story, revealing the ways in which the courtroom became a site of
empowerment for women around the turn of the century. A major contribution to our understanding of the
legal power of literary stories and styles, Criminal Conversations will be of interest to students of law,
literature, rhetoric, and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Bennington:

The book Criminal Conversations make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Criminal Conversations to be your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book Criminal Conversations. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Samual Larkin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Criminal
Conversations, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

David Earnest:

This Criminal Conversations is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Criminal Conversations can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books build
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Helen Scott:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which
filled update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just trying to find the Criminal Conversations when you needed it?
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