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Why is the West--both in the United States and Canada--not like the East? Traditionally, two answers have
been given to the question: Either the West is a pioneer culture--the old frontier moved westward from what
we now call the East--or the West is a unique subculture originating in a human response to the demands of a
dry, rugged physical environment.

In this groundbreaking volume, Terry Jordan and his co-authors look to the log folk buildings of the
Mountain West, from New Mexico to Alaska, to explain why the West is "the West." Arguing that artifacts
such as dwellings, barns, and fences can, if correctly interpreted, reveal much about the origins and character
of the regional culture, they set forth not only the first comprehensive description and analysis of Western
folk architecture but also a systematic explanation of the culture of the West.

"The West," the authors conclude, "is at once indigenous and imported, innovative and ultraconservative,
Anglo-American and ethnic, unitary and plural." Westerners tinkered, invented, modified, and diversified.
No single adaptive strategy brought to the West worked flawlessly in the new habitat. By extensive field
investigation of still-extant folk houses, fences, barns, hay derricks, and cabins--all elements of material
culture--they explain what the land tells us about the West.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Waite:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Mountain West: Interpreting the Folk Landscape
(Creating the North American Landscape). Try to stumble through book The Mountain West: Interpreting
the Folk Landscape (Creating the North American Landscape) as your pal. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Julia Hale:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Mountain West: Interpreting the Folk Landscape (Creating the North American Landscape).

Joseph Moody:

The reserve with title The Mountain West: Interpreting the Folk Landscape (Creating the North American
Landscape) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Mountain West: Interpreting the Folk Landscape (Creating the North American Landscape) when you
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