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Excavations at Cerro Palenque, a hilltop site in the Ulua Valley of northwest Honduras, revolutionized
scholars’ ideas about the Terminal Classic period (roughly ad 850–1050) of Maya history and about the way
in which cultures of the southeast Maya periphery related to the Lowland Maya. In this pathfinding study,
Rosemary Joyce combines archaeological data gleaned from site research in 1980–1983 with anthropological
theory about the evolution of social power to reconstruct something of the culture and lifeways of the
prehispanic inhabitants of Cerro Palenque.

Joyce organizes her study in a novel way. Rather than presenting each category of excavated material
(ceramics, lithics, etc.) in a separate chapter, she integrates this data in discussions of what people did and
where they did it, resulting in a reconstruction of social activity more than in a description of material
culture.

Joyce’s findings indicate that the precolumbian elites of the Ulua Valley had very strong and diversified
contacts with Lowland Maya culture, primarily through the Bay of Honduras, with far less contact with
Copán in the Highlands. The elites used their contacts with these distant, powerful cultures to reinforce their
difference from the people they ruled and the legitimacy of their privileged status. Indeed, their dependence
on foreign contacts ultimately led to their downfall when their foreign partners reorganized their economic
and social order during the Terminal Classic period.

Although archaeological research in the region has been undertaken since the 1890s, Cerro Palenque is the
first full-length study of an Ulua Valley site ever published. Joyce’s pioneering approach—archaeological
ethnography—will be of interest to scholars dealing with any prehistoric people whose material remains
provide the only clues to their culture.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Cerro Palenque: Power and
Identity on the Maya Periphery is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christopher Sanchez:

The guide untitled Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya
Periphery from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Loretta Yoder:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya Periphery was filled concerning
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Don Numbers:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Cerro Palenque: Power and Identity on the Maya
Periphery was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Cerro Palenque: Power and
Identity on the Maya Periphery has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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