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Winner of the 2004 Prix de Flore—one of France's most distinguished literary prizes—a wildly
romantic, true-life love story

“History follows a trail of sputtering desire, often calling upon the delusions of lovers to generate the sparks.
If it weren’t for us, the world would suffer from a dismal lack of stories," writes Bruce Benderson in this
brutally candid memoir.

“What astonishes and intrigues is Benderson’s way of recounting, in the sweetest possible voice, things that
are considered shocking,” wrote Le Monde. What’s so shocking? It’s not just Benderson’s job translating
Céline Dion’s saccharine autobiography, which he admits is driving him mad; but his unrequited love for an
impoverished Romanian in “cheap club-kid platforms with dollar signs in his squinting eyes,” whom he
meets while on a journalism assignment in Eastern Europe.

Rather than retreat, Benderson absorbs everything he can about Romanian culture and discovers an uncanny
similarity between his own obsession for the Romanian (named Romulus) and the disastrous love affair of
King Carol II, the last king of Romania (1893-1953). Throughout, Benderson—“absolutely free of bitterness,
nastiness, or any desire to protect himself,” wrote Le Monde—is sustained by little white codeine pills, a
poetic self-awareness, a sense of humor, and an unwavering belief in the perfect romance, even as wild dogs
chase him down Romanian streets.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Romanian: Story of an
Obsession book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sarah Johnson:

The ability that you get from The Romanian: Story of an Obsession will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but The Romanian: Story of an Obsession giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this kind of The Romanian: Story of an Obsession instantly.

Clarice Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Romanian: Story of an Obsession why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Jose Lloyd:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Romanian: Story of an Obsession when you necessary it?
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